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AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the practice of     optometry  

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as 
follows:  

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 7101-a of the education law is amended by adding a new 
paragraph (g) to read as follows:  

    (g) Phase three therapeutic pharmaceutical agents. Phase three therapeutic 
pharmaceutical agents shall mean those orally administered drugs used for therapeutic 
purposes for the treatment of diseases of the eye and adnexa and shall be limited to:  

    (i) antibiotics;  

    (ii) decongestants/anti-allergenic/antihistamines;  

    (iii) antiglaucomas;  

    (iv) antivirals;  

    (v) analgesics, except those listed in Schedules I and II of the Uniform Controlled 
Substances Act;  

    (vi) nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs;  

    (vii) such additional categories of drugs as may be recommended by the commissioner of 
health in accordance with the provisions of subdivision twelve of this section.  



    § 2. Paragraphs (c) and (d) of subdivision 4 of section 7101-a of the education law are 
relettered paragraphs (d) and (e) and a new paragraph (c) is added to read as follows:  

    (c) Before using or prescribing oral pharmaceutical agents, an optometrist must be 
certified to prescribe diagnostic and phase one and phase two therapeutic pharmaceutical 
agents and have completed a twenty-five hour phase three therapeutic pharmaceutical 
agent certification course of didactic education, provided by an accredited college of 
optometry and approved by the department, which shall include, but not be limited to, 
instruction in pharmacology and drug interaction.  

    Such course shall qualify towards meeting the thirty-six hours of continuing education 
per triennial registration period required by subdivision seven of this section. This 
requirement for the twenty-five hour phase three therapeutic pharmaceutical agent 
certification course shall not apply to those optometrists who (i) graduated from an 
accredited college of optometry subsequent to January first, two thousand four and (ii) 
have taken and successfully passed either the treatment and management of ocular diseases 
portion of the National Board of Examiners in Optometry or an examination acceptable to 
the board.  

    § 3. Subdivision 5 of section 7101-a of the education law, as added by chapter 517 of the laws 
of 1995, is amended to read as follows:  

    5. Suspension of certification. The department shall suspend the certification for the use and 
prescribing of phase one therapeutic agents of any optometrist who fails to receive certification 
for phase two therapeutic pharmaceutical agents within three years of having been certified for 
phase one therapeutic pharmaceutical agents. The department shall suspend the certification 
for the use and prescribing of phase one and phase two therapeutic agents of any 
optometrist who fails to receive certification for phase three therapeutic pharmaceutical 
agents within three years of approval by the department of a twenty-five hour phase three 
therapeutic pharmaceutical agent certification course pursuant to paragraph (c) of 
subdivision four of this section.  

    § 4. Subdivision 7 of section 7101-a of the education law, as added by chapter 517 of the laws 
of 1995, is amended to read as follows:  

    7. Continuing education. Each optometrist certified to use phase one or phase two therapeutic 
pharmaceutical agents shall complete a minimum of thirty-six hours of continuing education per 
triennial registration period. The education shall be in the area of ocular disease and 
pharmacology, at least six hours of which shall relate specifically to systemic drug use and 
interaction, and may include both didactic and clinical components. Such educational programs 
shall be approved in advance by the department and evidence of the completion of this 
requirement shall be submitted with each application for license renewal as required by section 
sixty-five hundred two of this chapter.  

    § 5. Subdivision 12 of section 7101-a of the education law, as added by chapter 517 of the 
laws of 1995, is amended to read as follows:  



    12. Responsibilities of the commissioner of health. The commissioner of health may 
recommend to the commissioner additions or deletions to the department's regulations relating to 
optometric use of drugs except that such recommendations shall be limited only to additions 
which have been determined to be equivalent to those drugs already authorized or deletions 
based upon a finding that the drugs are no longer appropriate for their current use or for other 
similar reasons. In addition, the commissioner of health shall recommend to the 
commissioner additions to the list of approved categories of oral pharmaceutical agents 
which have been determined to have become the standard of care in the community for the 
treatment of diseases of the eye and adnexa.  

    § 6. Section 7106 of the education law is amended by adding a new subdivision 4 to read as 
follows:  

    4. Beginning January first, two thousand twelve, an applicant for a license pursuant to 
section seventy-one hundred four of this article or renewal of a registration in optometry 
shall affirm to the department that such applicant is certified in cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) from an approved provider. In the event the applicant cannot 
physically perform CPR, the commissioner's regulations shall allow the applicant to make 
arrangements for another individual in the office to administer CPR.  

    § 7. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after it shall have become a 
law; provided that any rule or regulation necessary for the timely implementation of this act on 
its effective date shall be promulgated on or before such effective date.  

 


